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2003 new car market on track, despite dip in February
▲ Private registrations grow to 45.2 per cent
▲ Supermini registrations up 13.7 per cent 
▲ Diesel registrations rise for 29th consecutive month

▼ February 2003 new car market slows 5.8 per cent to 88,096 units
Commenting on February's registration figures SMMT chief executive, Christopher Macgowan said, 'February registrations reflect the build-up to March as car buyers await the new plate change. Despite a modest dip in this month's figures, private demand remains strong and gives a good indication that March could well be on a par with last year's record level.'
He added, 'This is the second best February since the twice yearly plate change was introduced, putting 2003 on a firm path to reach the 2.4 million registrations expected this year'.
Notes to editors

1. New car registrations in the UK are expected to reach 2.4 million units in 2003, the third highest total on record. In 2002 registrations hit 2,563,631 units and 2,458,769 in 2001.
2. 73,734 new cars were registered in February 2000, 79,151 units in February 2001 and 93,515 in February 2002.
3. Diesel penetration is expected to reach 28 per cent of overall sales in 2003, or 672,000 units.
February 2003

The attached tables show the registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, The Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Top performers by range and UK penetration figures are also listed. Providing the SMMT is acknowledged as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by the SMMT.

Media Contact

Al Clarke  


020 7344 9226
aclarke@smmt.co.uk
Nikki Rooke


020 7344 9263
nrooke@smmt.co.uk 
Kay Odysseos


020 7344 1621
kodysseos@smmt.co.uk 
